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About DAAS: 
We are a non-profit group 

committed to promoting   

animal  welfare and the  

importance of spaying and 

neutering pets.   

Although our primary  

emphasis is on dogs and cats, 

we are also concerned for the 

well-being of other  

companion animals. 

Visit us on-line at www.deltaanimal.org or email us at info@deltaanimal.org 
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Is There a Way to  

Control Pet Care Costs? 

Pet owners spent $45.4 billion on their pets in 2009, according to the 

American Pet Products Association.  Of that, $17.4 billon was spent on 

food and $12.2 billion was spent on veterinary care . 
 

Itôs wonderful to hear about responsible pet owners, but what happens when your 

job  is lost and money is tight?  Your pets still need and deserve good veterinarian 

care.  Here are a few tips to help keep down costs: 

 

¶ Believe it or not, the number one thing to do is ñgo to the vetò.  You are     

probably thinking ñThatôs the expense I want to keep down, so why do I want to 

go?ò  As with people, preventative care is always cheaper than paying for care 

once your pet is sick.  

  

¶ Learn how to give your pet regular check-ups, including feeling for lumps and 

bumps, learning how to properly do ear cleaning, and brushing their teeth    

regularly with pet toothpaste. 

 

¶ Discuss with your veterinarian a vaccination schedule.  With the assistance of 

your veterinarian, assess your petôs risk of exposure to diseases and have it     

vaccinated accordingly.  This will save subjecting your pet - and your wallet - to 

vaccines that are not necessary. 

 

¶ Discuss with your vet whether or not your pet may use over-the-counter      

medication.  However, NEVER give your pet any meds without first checking 

with your vet, as what may cure us just may kill them! 

 

If you have any concerns about the care and cost of care of your pet, discuss those 

concerns with your veterinarian.  Your vet may have a few tips for you, or may 

know of programs that can help control your vet costs and still keep your pets 

healthy. 



My name is 
Harley . I was 

adopted a year 
ago from the 

Delta County 
Animal Shelter 

and went to live 

with my new 
family in Niagara, 

WI. I was a little 

afraid at first, as I 

wasn't used to 
being treated 

well. I would 
scream if some-

one just tried to 

hold me. But now with the love and discipline of 

my new family I am a healthy and happy boy 

with lots of friends. I trust everyone and always 

have a smile on my face. I am not at all afraid 

anymore. They trained me to stay in my yard 

and I obey that rule very well. I don't need a 

leash or a tie out and I have a nice, cushy bed 

to sleep in every night.  I have three dog 

friends; two that live with me and one that lives 

in the house next door. And I have two more at 

grandmaôs house when we go to visit there.  I 

am very happy in my new home and my new 

family is very happy to have me to cuddle with 

every day. As you can see by my photo, I have 

the biggest smile on my face all the time.   

-Tim and Sandra Marshall  
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We adopted Bandit , a husky, from the shelter three years 
ago, and  Cujo , a St. Bernard mix, three months ago. 
They get along so good it's like they were raised together. 
We love them so much.  They are very good dogs 
although Cujo has a few things we are working on. They 
love to play and that makes us laugh because they can 
be so goofy.  Both are so comfortable living here; they 
know they found their forever home. 

-Jill & Denny Ingebrigtsen- 

We adopted Frisky  5 years ago fro
m the 

Delta County Animal Shelter after stopping 

by to donate food, NOT to adopt a cat!  W
e 

came fro
m Munising to buy a hermit crab for 

my daughter but brought home a puny, 

rather homely kitte
n instead.  H

e is now a 

ha
nd
so
me
, 
BI
G 
ca
t 
an
d 
we
 c
ou
ld
nô
t 
ha
ve
 

asked for a nicer boy.  H
e has given us 

endless entertainment.  W
e came back last 

year to
 the DCAS and adopted Vanna , an 

adult cat.  W
e never did get another hermit 

crab :). 
Thanks for all you do.   

-Kelly Hazel and family- 

I adopted Ruby two years ago from your 

shelter.  She was a very tiny kitten who rode 

around in the pocket of my robe for several 

weeks!  She has grown into a confident, 

happy, very social cat, and we all love her! I'm 

now looking for a "companion" kitty for her, 

since she is so very playful, and loves other 

animals. Thank you for the work that you do 

for all the animals! 
-Shirley McDonough 

                     Manistique 

Visit us on-line at www.deltaanimal.org or email us at info@deltaanimal.org 



Animal Shelter? 
Humane Society? Animal Society? 

Both? 

Do you know the difference between the Delta County Animal Shelter and the Delta Area Animal Society?  Did you know 

there was a difference?  Neither group is affiliated with the Humane Society.  Money donated to the Michigan Humane  

Society helps support much-needed animal legislation and laws as well as state issues, such as investigating organized dog 

fighting or busting puppy mills.  Donations to the Michigan Humane Society are necessary and important, but the money 

does not stay in Delta County.   

 

Our area has two important local animal protection groups; an animal society and an animal shelter. 

   

Delta Area Animal Society and Delta County Animal Shelterðtwo different organizations; two separate budgets! 
 

The Delta Area Animal Society (DAAS, founded in 1973) is a group of individuals that raises money to support the     

animal shelter by: 

 

¶ promoting animal welfare through community awareness and education. 

¶ financially assisting low-income individuals with the cost of having their pets spayed or neutered.  

(These cats and dogs do not have to be adopted from the animal shelter.)   

¶ offering a rebate program that encourages the adoption of older pets from the shelter. 

¶ offering a rebate program to help pay training costs of dogs adopted from the shelter.   

¶ supplying the shelter with emergency monies for shelter residents vet care.   

¶ paying for larger capital items that the Delta County budget may not be able to support.  Most recently 

the DAAS had an air exchange unit installed to improve air quality at the shelter and help cut down on 

pet air-borne illnesses. 

¶ holding fundraisers to support our goals, as the DAAS depends strictly on the donations of individuals 

and businesses to fund all of our programs.  

¶ funding the Joseph Heller scholarship at Bay de Noc Community College for students entering animal science. 

¶ providing a veterinarian discretionary fund to assist low-income residents in emergency vet care. 

 

The Delta County Animal Shelter (DCAS) was originally founded by the Delta Area Animal Society but was turned over 

to Delta County in 1978. 

 

¶ The Delta County Animal Shelter is overseen by the Delta County Sheriff and operated by two Animal Control 

Officers and one Shelter Attendant. 

¶ The budget for the shelter comes from Delta County taxes. 

¶ Pet license costs are an important part of the funding for shelter operations.  It is a county law to have your pet   

licensed.   

¶ The shelter also relies on donations of supplies (food, cleaning, etc) to help care for the pets that come in.   

¶ Donations of money are important to the shelter as well as to the Society, as it helps shelter personnel meet        

unexpected and unbudgeted expenses, such as medical expenses for ill pets.  Shelter hours are Monday-Friday,     
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Saturday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Call 906-789-0230 for more information. 

Visit us on-line at www.deltaanimal.org or email us at info@deltaanimal.org 

All of them? 
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Do you know the difference?  
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The Delta Area Animal Society would like to honor Penny Rounce 

and Marissa LaPorte, a dynamic mother-daughter duo that are          

responsible for getting so much work done both within the Society and 

at the  Shelter.  Penny founded and has organized Kidôs Day at the 

shelter, reintroduced the ñKind Newsò newsletters back into various       

schoolrooms around the area, spearheaded the effort to have DAAS          

billboards put up, worked and designed DAAS placemats for local       

restaurants, brought back the ad for shelter animals in the Action 

Guide, researched and wrote the new Volunteer Handbook, along with 

many more wonderful programs and educational opportunities for area 

residents. 

 

With her daughter, Marissa, she has been unstoppable when promoting 

the need for spay/neuter programs, as well as for the humane treatment 

of all animals.  The DAAS and the DCAS are better for their help.  They are both strong advocates of adopting shelter animals.  As 

proof, they share their home with Dixie and Scruffy, two much-loved dogs adopted from the shelter, as well as with two parakeets, 

24 chickens, two ducks, two goats, and a sheep......and significant other, Dave, who shares their passion for animals. 

 

Penny and Marissa both appreciate the work of the staff and volunteers at the shelter.  ñIf it wasnôt for them, who would be there for 

those animals?ò Penny asked.  ñAnimals have always been a passion for me.  I will never forget my mom telling me   óYou canôt 

save them allô.  How correct she is. Although who is going to stop me from trying?   Thatôs what keeps me going.ò   

 

DAAS Program Highlights 

 

Cinderella Vet Fund 

 
This income-based program will financially assist individuals and families 

with the cost of spaying or neutering their pets. Federal income guidelines 

are used to determine the level of assistance the Delta Area Animal Society 

will provide.  The fund may cover 20% to 80% of the cost of spaying/

neutering and the ownerôs responsibility may be as little as $30. Ask your 

veterinarian if they participate in the Cinderella Program.   If you have any 

questions, contact a member of DAAS.  An application may be picked up 

at your local veterinarianôs office or downloaded from ww.deltaanimal.org. 
 

In each issue of our newsletter, we highlight some of the programs offered by the DAAS.  We are able to offer these  

programs and rebates because of the generosity of our donors.   

Joseph Heller Memorial 

Scholarship  

 

This scholarship is available to 

students at Bay de Noc       

Community College whose  

major is related to animal     

science studies, i.e. veterinary 

medicine, vet technician, or 

animal control; or if none 

found, a political science     

major. 

Did you know.....Delta County Animal Ordinance 

states ñAny nuisance caused by excessive barking, 

howling, yelping or other noise making may be 

considered as disturbing the peace and shall be 

investigated by an animal control officer or any law 

enforcement agency.ò   

Volunteer Spotlight 
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Cutest Pets in Delta County! 

Visit us on-line at www.deltaanimal.org and email us at info@deltaanimal.org 

The following sponsors have made this edition of Delta Paw Print 

possible: 

Rudi Osterman 
Miss Abby Kadletz 

Deuter Schmidt 

The results are in and Rudi, a former shelter cat, is the first-place winner of the DAAS 2010 Cutest Pet Contest.  Rudi came into the 

shelter last summer as a kitten with a lame front leg.  It was believed that he had been thrown from a car or hit.  His leg could not be 

repaired.  After receiving foster care from Lorene Trotter, Rudi was adopted by Gladstone resident Judi Osterman.  We are happy 

that he is doing so well and is in a loving home. 

 

Beautiful Miss Abby, a Yorkie, took second place and her picture shows how she was able to achieve that honor.  What a gorgeous 

little girl.  Dell Jean Kadletz of Rapid River is Miss Abbyôs life-time companion. 

 

Third place honors went to the late Deuter Schmidt, a purebred poodle shown here with one of his friends.  Deuter was the best 

friend of Gladstone teacher Jean Schmidt and good friends with all of her students, too. 

 

A total of 56 pet pictures were entered this year, raising more than $800 for the DAAS.  Thank you to all of the Delta County pets 

who were entered into this yearôs contest.  Youôre all winners to us! 



Yes, I will support 

The Delta Area Animal Society 

and homeless animals in need! 
 

 

 

 

A Gift of:    $25_____       $50_____       $75_____       $100_____       Other _____ 

 

Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: ____________________________________    Email:_______________________________________ 

No gift is too small. 

Please make your check payable to DAAS and mail 

this form along with your contribution to: 

 

Delta Area Animal Society 

P.O. Box 158 

Wells, MI 49894 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION AND CONTINUED SUPPORT! 
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Delta County Animal Shelter Statistics 

    2007   2008   2009 
  Dogs   451    481    477 

  Cats   546    601    653 

  Other     7     12     25  

  Total  1,004   1,094   1,155 

 

    2007  2008   2009 
Animals Surrendered 

Brought in for Adoptioné..  472    561    497 

Brought in as Straysééé.  297    301    378 

Picked up as Straysééé..  211    221    252 

Brought in for Euthanasiaé.      24     11     28 

 

Adoptions 

Cats Adoptedéééééé.  372    383    372 

Dogs Adoptedéééééé  268    276    275 

Others Adoptedééééé..    0     10     24 

 

Other 

Redeemedééééééé.   65    84    84 

Dogs Euthanizedéééé..   24    34    36 

Cats Euthanizedééééé  150   186   254 

Returned to Owner ééé..   n/a   105   101 

Otherééééééééé.  1    16          8  

A Time to Remember 
Pet Memorials 

 - In memory of Lilly & Willow  

  by Mona Gardner  

 - In memory of Max  

               by Jill and Denis Ingebrigtsen 

 - In memory of Lacey 

 By Pam and Dennis Lancour 
 

 

If you would like to honor a pet in our pet 

memorial section, please email Wendy Pepin 

at wendypepin@gmail.com. 


