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Lorene Trotter 

 

 

Contact Us: 

 

Phone: 906-789-0230 

 

Delta Area Animal Society 

P.O. Box 158 

Wells, MI 49894 

 

Shelter Hours 

M-F 10 amð 4 pm 

Sat 9 amð 1 pm 

About DAAS: 

We are a non-profit group 

committed to promoting   

animal  welfare and the 

importance of spaying and 

neutering pets.   

Although our primary em-

phasis is on dogs and cats, 

we are also concerned for 

the well-being of other 

animals. 

Fifteen huskies were confiscated this winter 

from an owner who couldnôt care for them.  All 

were healthy, friendly and 

loved people.   Most were 

small; not huge Siberians.  

They spent over a month 

at the Shelter before the 

shelter took legal owner-

ship.  Thanks to a commu-

nity that cares, all were 

adopted within a week!    

Last fall a little tabby kitten was found in a field near Carrollôs 

Corners and brought to the shelter.  She was so young she fit in the 

palm of my hand and couldnôt lift her head. My tough-woman 

personality came out and I told myself it was ñNatureôs way of 

controlling the populationò.  But after I looked in the kittenôs 

face,  I took her home, fed her with a dropper and spoon, and 

named her Tina.  Within two days she was able to eat by her-

self, used the litter box and wanted out of her kennel, which I 

had used to keep her separated from my two adult cats.  Neither 

were not fond of the intruder, nor was my husband.  After a 

few more days, Tina  howled and scratched at the carpeting, 

door, and whatever else at hand, so I let her out of her jail and 

into my home. Both of my cats were interested but not happy -  

Carly defended her home with hissing and  bared teeth and 

Simon just watched Tina warily.   (Continued on page 2) 

Teeny Tiny Tina 

Now called ñMargieò 

Happy Tails 

ñHe is your friend, your partner, your defenderð

your dog. 

You are his life, his love, his leader. 

He will be yours, faithful and true, to the last beat 

of his heart. 

You owe it to him to be worthy of such devo-

tion.ò 

     - Unknown Author 

 

Thank you to the Delta County Animal Shelter 

and volunteers for bringing us together! 

- Reyna and Charlie Rose 

Visit us on-line at www.deltaanimal.org or email us at info@deltaanimal.org 
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Delta County Animal Shelter 

Continued from page 1 

 

Soon Simon and Tina were playing and chasing each other but Carly was still hissing.  My two grandkids, Jaren 

and Ashlee, were delighted with Tina. After all, she was a kitten and was cute and playful.  Knowing I couldnôt 

keep her, I posted pictures of her all over Escanaba and Gladstone.   Sandy came into the Shelter looking for a 

cat as her cat had recently died.  She saw the picture, called me, made arrangements to meet at the Shelter and 

the rest is history.  When Sandy looked at Tina, her face lit up and I knew it was okay to let her go. 

Tina is now living like royalty with Sandy, Bob and ñMaggieò.  It was a successful adoption for all involved except for my grand-

children, who could not believe I gave that kitten away!! - Lorene Trotter 

The Delta County Animal Shelter is nestled on a two acre lot behind 41 Lumber at 6685 N.75 Drive in Escanaba.  The 

2000 square foot building provides temporary homes for up to 18 dogs and 25 cats or other small pets.  It is owned by 

Delta County and under the supervision of the Delta County Sheriff.  There are currently three employees at the shelter:  

Animal Control Officers Ed Olson and Becky Vandermissen, and Shelter Attendant Trish Gagnon.  

 

A total of 1,094 companion animals made the shelter their home in 2008.  With the dedicated help of shelter employees 

and volunteers, 383 cats, 276 dogs and 10 small animals were adopted (669 total).  In addition, a large number of pets 

were redeemed by their owners.   

 

Through donations and community grants, the Delta Area Animal Society was able to fund 

the construction of an 800 square foot expansion in 2005 to help the staff and volunteers to 

better care for the residents awaiting adoption.  A Training Building was also erected.  Lo-

cated next to the shelter, it is used by the Bay de Noc Kennel Club for shelter dog evalua-

tions, dog obedience and agility classes.   

 

With funding from an anonymous donor, a 200-square foot storage building and a dog quar-

antine area were added in 2009 .  The new storage building is being used to store food, bed-

ding and cleaning supplies, while the quarantine area is used to hold sick dogs or dogs who 

needed work on socialization.   

 

If you have room in your home and heart for a furry friend, please adopt from your local shelter.  The adoption rates are 

affordable and include the first year rabies vaccination, all or a portion of spay/neuter surgery costs, first year Delta 

County license, a booster shot and deworming (cat adoptions also include testing for Felv/FIV).  Stop by the shelter any-

time MondayðFriday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday from  9 a.m. to 1 p.m..  

 

Many thanks goes to the staff and volunteers for their hard work and dedication to help the homeless animals while they 

are at the shelter.  Daily tasks include feeding, watering, exercising, and socializing the animals, as well as cleaning 

cages and the shelter grounds.  Our hats are off to you for helping our furry friends who have a voice to be heard but are 

not able to speak themselves. 

If you would like to submit your success story, please email your story and a picture to Jodi at berndt@charter.net. 
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Volunteer Spotlight 

Jenna Nyman 

Aug. 23 Fun Pet Show  

  U.P. State Fairgrounds, Escanaba 

  Enter your cat, dog or even your favorite  

  stuffed animal 

  $2 entry fee per class  

 

Sept.  Joseph Heller Memorial Dog Walk-A-Thon 

  Ludington Park, Escanaba 

 

Nov.  Picture your pet with Santa 

  Dates and times to be announced 

 
Check out our website at www.deltaanimal.org for more infor-

mation on all of our events and fundraisers. 

   

 

DAAS Upcoming Events / Fundraisers  

Visit us on-line at www.deltaanimal.org and email us at info@deltaanimal.org 

Local Laws  

Summer is here.  Think of your petôs safety and donôt put 

dogs in the back of pick-up trucks or allow them to hang 

out open car windows.  Also donôt leave them in unat-

tended vehicles, even for a few minutes.   The following 

county ordinances are in place to protect animals and the 

public: 

  

ñNo person shall park, transport or carry on any 

public highway or roadway, any animal in a vehi-

cle, unless the animal is safely enclosed within 

the vehicle. If traveling in an unenclosed or par-

tially enclosed vehicle (including, but not limited 

to convertibles, pick-ups, trailers, and flat-bed 

trucks) the animal shall be confined by a con-

tainer, case, or other devices that will prevent the 

animal from falling from, or jumping from the 

motor vehicle.ò 

 

ñNo person shall leave any animal in any stand-

ing or parked vehicle in such a way as to endan-

ger the animals health, safety, or welfare.ò 

Name:  Jenna Nyman                            Volunteer since:  2005 

 

Family:  Husband David, five children, a black Labrador mix named 

Jackson, and three cats named Mooch, Jinx and Miss Ali. 

 

Current Volunteer Roles:    Jenna has maintained the Delta Area 

Animal Societyôs website for the last two years.  Jenna and her hus-

band donate food, money, toys and other needed items to the shelter. 

 

In Jennaôs words:    ñI get satisfaction in knowing that I am doing 

what I can to try to help some of these homeless animals get adopted 

or have a better life while in the shelter.  It makes me feel good to give 

back to the shelter.  The shelter has provided me with the opportunity 

to adopt many pets that have really enriched my life and the lives of my familyò. 

 

From the DAAS:  Jenna is on the job 24/7 for the animals of Delta County.   She does a wonderful job making our web-

site a good source of information for adoption options, educational material, and Animal Society functions and fundraisers.    

 

Jenna currently lives in Escanaba.  She and her husband are self employed and she works primarily from her home office.  

This allows her to care and spoil all of her pets!  Her favorite part of volunteering is the satisfaction of hearing that a dog or 

cat was adopted after she has featured them on the website.  She also enjoys working with the other volunteers. ñThe staff 

has always been kind and helpful.  We share a common bond for the animals and in helping the shelterò, she adds.  

 

Jennaôs intense love for animals, dedication and enthusiasm is noticed and loved by all that volunteer with her.  We thank 

you, Jenna, for your hard work and devotion not only to the animals, but to the Delta County Animal Shelter, Delta Area 

Animal Society and the public.  We look forward to many more years of working together! 
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Pet Grooming Tips 
- Barb Vargo 

Most pets need grooming and grooming gives the owner an opportunity to thoroughly check their pet and bond with it .  

Grooming may be as simple as keeping toenails cut or it may require a trip to a professional groomer.   

 

Everyone can brush their petôs coat.  Brushing will help cut down on loose pet hair as well as the need for frequent bath-

ing.  To brush your pet, you need a wire brush and a metal comb designed for pets.  A veterinarian or groomer can help 

you choose which will work best with your petôs coat.  A soft brush should be used if your pet has short hair and a stiffer 

brush for long hair.  Begin by brushing your petôs coat from tail to head and feet to back  to get rid of loose hair.  Brush 

the hair, not the skin.  If your pet has long hair, you can brush the hair in sections and comb it down when you are fin-

ished.  Check your petôs skin for lumps, bumps, fleas and ticks while brushing.  Also check your petôs ears.  If you find 

any ear redness, debris, foul odor, drainage, etc., or any unusual lumps and bumps while brushing,  have your pet 

checked by a veterinarian.  You may be able to catch and treat health problems early before they become serious. 

 

Long toenails on your pet can grow into the skin or irritate their pads.  You can cut your petôs toenails if you feel confi-

dent that you can avoid cutting the nail quick.  Cutting the quick will cause pain and may result in your pet becoming 

fearful.  If your pet is uncooperative or apprehensive, a trip to the groomer for a professional cut is in order.  The 

groomer will do the cutting efficiently and quickly, with little stress to your pet.   

 

Simple grooming helps your pet look and feel good! 

 

 

25 Reasons Why Dogs Need Training 
- Lynda Reese, CPDT 

1.  Dogs are great at being dogs; not so great at being our "kids". 

2.  Dogs aren't born understanding human language (or humans). 

3.  Many people can't read dog body language. Wagging tails aren't always happy tails. 

4.  Many dogs can't read peopleôs body language.  We show our teeth when we're happy. 

5.  Dogs are predators and have sharp teeth designed to rip and tear flesh. 

     People are covered in flesh; very sensitive, soft flesh - yikes. 

6.  Dogs are thieves and scavengers, and they want OUR food. 

7.  Male dogs mark their territory with urine...and we don't want pee on our stuff! 

8.  Male dogs mount other dogs and sometimes legs.  How rude! 

9.  Dogs, especially little dogs, would rather pee and poop inside our house than outside.    

10. Dogs claim the best sleeping spots, then think we should move over or get off. 

11. If it moves quickly, a dog must chase it: balls, squirrels, children, cats, their tail,... 

12. People talk; dogs bark.  And bark and bark and bark... 

13. Almost anything is a chew toy to a dog.  Have you seen the remote? 

14. Dogs jump up on people.  People are taller than dogs. 

15. Dogs pull against the pressure of a leash; it's a reflex.  This yanks our arms. 

16. Dogs don't stay in the yard if the neighbors are more fun. 

17. Most dogs don't enjoy nail trims, but most need them occasionally. 

18. Many dogs are afraid to go to the veterinarian's office.  All dogs need annual care. 

19. A dog may fear who it doesn't know.  Introduce your puppy to everybody! 

20. A dog may fear what it doesn't know.  Introduce your puppy to everything! 

21. Dogs use threats and aggression to settle conflict.  This upsets and scares us. 

22. When a warning is ignored and the threat remains, even a patient dog may attack. 

23. Not all dogs are happy to meet new people.   Teach them trust. 

24. Not all dogs are happy to meet new dogs.  Teach them social skills. 

25. Not all dogs like kids.  Teach them tolerance. 

 

Dogs need help to learn how to share our homes and our lives.  Teach them with patience and 

compassion, and enjoy a lifetime of love in return. 
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DAAS Program Highlights 

In each issue of our newsletter, we will highlight a few of the programs offered by the DAAS.  We are able to offer these 

programs and rebates because of the generosity of our donors.   

Dog Training Rebate Program: 
 

The Bay de Noc Kennel Club offers obedience 

classes in the Training Center located next to the 

Delta County Animal Shelter. For more informa-

tion visit their website at 

www.baydenockennelclub.com.   

 

Trainer Lynda Reese offers in-home training.  In 

addition, she also offers an additional $20 training 

rebate for dogs adopted from the Delta County 

Animal Shelter.  Call Lynda at 906-359-4327 for 

more information. 

 

 

Delta Area Animal Societyõs 
Dog Obedience Class 

Rebate Form 
 
Create a special bond with your new pet.  The Delta Area Animal Society 
will reimburse you $20 towards the registration fee for your adopted 
dogõs successful completion of an obedience class. 
 

To obtain this rebate, submit this certificate, your obedience class receipt 
and proof of class completion to: 
 
 Delta Area Animal Society;  P.O. Box 158;  Wells, Michigan  49894 
 
 

Dogõs Name _______________________________________   
 
Dogõs Age  ___________ 
 

Shelter Case Number_________________________________________ 
 

Ownerõs Name  _____________________________________________ 
 

Address ___________________________________________________ 
 

City ____________________State ____________  Zip _____________ 
 

E-mail address _____________________________________________ 

Shelter Assistance Program 

 

This program has helped the DAAS purchase a 

washer, dryer, fencing for the dog exercise area, a 

set of cat cages, and a new air exchange unit for the 

Shelter.  The fund also helps provide limited vet 

care and medicine for sick animals. 

 

Visit us on-line at www.deltaanimal.org and email us at info@deltaanimal.org 

It's tempting to pass on "options" offered during your pet's annual veterinary exam. With each preventative medication, vaccination, 

and insecticide you agree to, your bill increases.  Skipping a recommendation or two from the vet may save you money now, but 

you will risk your pet's health and may incur BIG expenses later on.  

  

Skip the flea and tick stuff the veterinarian recommends?  Get ready to be busy!  Uh oh, the dog is scratching!  Flea bathe the pets, 

and check the kids.  Clean the entire house, the car, treat everything with insecticide, wash all clothes and bedding.  Clean up all the 

flea carcasses and repeat the whole process; animals, kids, house and all, when the next batch of fleas hatch.  Give up, hire an exter-

minator, and keep cleaning up flea bodies.  Now go back to the veterinarian and buy the dang stuff.  Get enough to treat each of your 

critters monthly until the first big freeze, (comes right before you pick the tomatoes).   

 

There are flea meds available that protect your pet from ticks and mosquitoes, too.  Picking ticks off family members is part of life in 

the great North Woods, but you can prevent them from latching onto your pets.  Ticks carry diseases that can be passed to both hu-

mans and animals, resulting in crippling and deadly possibilities.  Your veterinarian knows which products are most effective for our 

climate and our pets, so don't waste money on less expensive, less effective alternatives (or try them, and when they fail, refer to the 

fun routine we just talked about!). 

  

Don't even get me started on Heartworms...just nod and say "yes, please" to the blood test and the monthly preventative 

meds.  Heartworms can be fatal to your pet, and treatment can be expensive (or not an option in an advanced case).  The preventative 

med is in the form of a tasty treat that you give the dog each month.  Heartworms are passed to the dog by mosquitoes....but then, 

maybe we won't have mosquitoes this year....right, opt for the preventative!  - Lynda Reese, CPTD 

 

Risky ManagementðIs it worth cutting back on preventative medicine? 

http://www.baydenockennelclub.com/


Yes, I will support 

The Delta Area Animal Society 

and homeless animals in need! 
 

 

 

 

A Gift of:    $25.00 _____       $50.00 _____       $75.00 _____       $100.00 _____       Other _____ 

 

Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: ____________________________________    Email:_______________________________________ 

No gift is too small. 

Make your check payable to DAAS and mail 

this form along with your contribution to: 

 

Delta Area Animal Society 

P.O. Box 158 

Wells, MI 49894 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION AND CONTINUED SUPPORT! 
 

ñThank youò to the individuals and businesses who have supported the 

Delta Area Animal Society and the Delta County Animal Shelter.  Without 

you, it would be impossible to care for so many homeless pets.  Donors 

like you truly make a difference in our community.  We appreciate your 

support in helping keep our furry friends happy and healthy! 

The day-to-day tasks at the Delta County Animal 

Shelter requires many supplies for feeding, 

cleaning and keeping our furry friends happy. At 

this time, the shelter is in need of the following 

items:  

 

¶ Kitten food 

¶ Cat nip toys 

¶ Rawhide chews or pig ears 

¶ Kongs® or hard chew toys 

¶ HE laundry detergent 

¶ Disinfectant spray 

¶ Liquid bleach 

Gifts of money are also always needed and ap-

preciated. 
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Editors Pick Website: 

www.kidsafe.com 

This is the ultimate parenting resource website.  Check it 

out.  Weôre certain you will enjoy it. 

 

There are not enough 

homes for them allé.. 

Please spay and neuter 

your pet! 


