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Shelter Hours 

M-F 10 amð 4 pm 

Sat 9 amð 1 pm 

 

About DAAS: 
We are a non-profit group 

committed to promoting   

animal  welfare and the  

importance of spaying and 

neutering pets.   

Although our primary  

emphasis is on dogs and cats, 

we are also concerned for the 

well-being of other animals. 

Happy Tails 

Visit us on-line at www.deltaanimal.org or email us at info@deltaanimal.org 

If you would like to submit your success story, please email your story and a picture to Jodi at berndt@charter.net. 

As you know, losing a pet is difficult.  Our 

cat, Smajkk, was a  beloved family member 

for 14 years .  He had health complications 

as he grew older, and we lost him to cancer 

in June.  At that point, I couldnôt imagine 

having another cat, but eventually I realized 

that we wouldnôt be replacing Smajkk, but 

instead would be starting a new adventure 

with a different meaning.  Two months after 

we lost Smajkk, I called my husband at 

work and said, ñTodayôs the dayò, and told 

him to met me at the Delta County Animal 

Shelter.  Becky was busy with another 

adoption when we arrived, so Mike and I 

wandered through the shelter to see all of the available cats..  We knew we wanted to adopt two 

cuddly cats this time so they would be companions, but we wanted them to have different, dis-

tinct features.  Two kittens were climbing and playing in their cage and couldnôt wait to get out.  

One was jet black with a white belly and would not stop purring.  The other was a Maine Coon 

tabby, who was also very vocal.  Becky told us that they were from two different litters and had 

just become roommates that morning.  We were amazed at how well they got along, and 

thought it was destiny that Gemms and Dwysen were to become part of our family.  We took 

them home where they adapted quickly.  They are sassy, full of energy, and make us laugh with 

their playful personalities.  Thank you to the Delta County Animal Shelter for our cute, cuddly 

companions..ðShannon and Mike Dutkavich 

Rudi came into the Shelter in early June after 

being found with a lame leg in a parking 

lot.   The veterinarian thought he had been 

thrown some distance, due to the type of injury 

and resulting nerve damage.  If his lame leg 

didnôt get to you, the all-gray kitten with gold/

gray eyes and white rings at the tip of his tail 

would.  I, of course, took him home for recu-

peration.   My male cat, Simon, adjusted to 

Rudi, although Rudi thought Simon was his 

mother!  The two became good friends but 

Carly , my other cat, did not like him!  As the 

leg became stronger, Rudi got along pretty well and there was no end to what he would ex-

plore.  After 2 months with us, one of my neighbors, Judy, adopted him from me.  My grand-

kids and I were pretty miserable but we have adjusted (and there is always room for another 

ñvisitorò).  Judy says if Rudi wasnôt so cute and such a friend to her cat Rufus, he would be 

back with me.  Apparently the lame leg doesnôt stop him from knocking over lamps, attacking 

himself in the mirrors, attacking pictures on the wall, walking over the hot stove, and teaching 

Rufus how to jump up on the counter to get to the refrigerator, where they can both look down 

on their kingdom.   I still miss him! - Lorene Trotter 
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Join us again on Saturday, January 23, 2010 for another fun-filled Kidôs Day to be held at the Training Center 

in the Delta County Animal Complex.  We will again make items for the shelter residents, listen to  presenta-

tions about proper pet care and take a tour of the Animal Shelter.  Details will be released in December. 

 

To make sure we have enough supplies for all who attend, pre-registration is encouraged.  To register or for 

more information, contact Penny at 906-789-3563.  Although there is no charge to attend Kidôs Day, we do ask 

participants to bring a donation for the shelter.  When you bring a donation, your name will be entered into a 

drawing for fun prizes. 

Julie of Groomingdales Pet Salon  Gayle of Raptor Rehab  

The Joseph Heller Memorial Dog Walk-a-Thon on September 19, 2009 was once again a success, 

raising more than $3,000 to support our various programs.  A big ñthank youò goes to everyone who came out 

to support us and enjoy the lovely weather in Ludington Park.  Our top pledge leaders were Ron Peippo (adult 

category) and Brent Baumler (14 and under category).  Special thanks to Melôs Lawn and Garden, Pet Place, 

Delta County Credit Union, Jimôs Dari 

Kreme, Escanaba Vet Clinic, Wendyôs Res-

taurant, Hardeeôs, Tractor Supply and 

Tropical Pets for donating pet treats, water, 

and door prizes; to Jackie Potter for face 

painting; and to Radio Results Network for 

promoting the event.   

Do you think you have the cutest pet in the whole, wide world?  

Prove it by taking a picture and submitting it in our Cutest Pet 

Contest  at the Delta Plaza Mall during the month of April.  The 

three pet photos that receive the most amount of monetary dona-

tions will win the owners a prize.  Submit your pictures before 

April 1 to:  Cutest Pet Contest, Attn: Lorene Trotter, 59  

Kenneally Blvd, Gladstone, MI  49837.  All proceeds will benefit 

the DAAS spay/neuter programs. 

Thanks to all kids that participated in another fun-filled day at our �.�L�G�¶�V��
Day on June 13.  The shelter residents appreciated the kitty forts, toy mice, 

scratching post and pupsicles! 


